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AudioAudio Recording
This event is 

being recorded.

Audio is now broadcasting.



The views, opinions, and content expressed in this presentation 
and discussion do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions, or 
policies of the Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) or the 
Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT), the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), or 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).
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Disclaimer



MUTE

Your line will be 
muted during the 
presentation.



You should be listening to the webinar through your computer 
speakers. Please increase the volume of your computer speakers, 
if needed.  

If you experience a problem, please use the following dial in 
numbers to be connected by phone:

Phone Number: 1-888-727-2247
Access Code: 6235559#
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CHAT

Comments in the chat box do not 
reflect the views or policies of the 
presenters, CMHS, CSAT, SAMHSA, 
or DHHS. 



Lisa Callahan, Ph.D.
Moderator

Senior Research Associate

Policy Research Associates

Moderator
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• Hon. Joy Malek Oldfield 

• Hon. Stephen Goss 

• Question and Answer

• Closing
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Agenda for Today
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Addressing Trauma in Specialty Court Settings

Judge Joy Malek Oldfield
Summit County Common Pleas Court

Presiding Judge, Turning Point Program



What does the opioid epidemic
look like in my community and

in my courtroom?
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How is the opioid epidemic related to 
trauma in my courtroom?
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Trauma-Informed

A program that is trauma-informed realizes the widespread 
impact of trauma and understands potential paths for 
recovery; recognizes the signs and symptoms of trauma in 
clients, families, staff, and others involved with the system; 
and responds by fully integrating knowledge about trauma 
into policies, procedures, and practices, and seeks to actively 
resist re-traumatization.
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What Judges Need to Know About Trauma

1. Trauma is widespread, costly, harmful.

2. Individuals who have experienced trauma are at an elevated 
risk for substance use disorders.

3. Trauma can affect how individuals engage in treatment.

4. With appropriate support and intervention, people can 
overcome traumatic experiences.
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Trauma-Informed Courtrooms

• Connection:  Opportunity for engagement

• Protection: Physical and emotional safety

• Respect:  No humiliation, treat with dignity

• Positivity:  Acknowledging strengths and positive goals



15

Advantages to Having a Trauma-informed Court

• Example of how being trauma-informed changed the outcome 

for a treatment court participant.

• Example of how being trauma-informed changed the outcome 

for a member of team.
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It’s not just you – the whole team matters!
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Addressing Trauma in Specialty Court Settings

Judge Stephen S. Goss

Superior Courts of Georgia

Albany GA 



What does the opioid epidemic
look like in my community and

in my courtroom?
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How is the opioid epidemic related to 
trauma in my courtroom?
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Trauma Issues for Judges to Consider

Which defendants/participants are at risk for having experienced 
trauma OR are currently experiencing trauma?
 Individuals who are returning veterans
 Individuals who have experienced childhood trauma 

events (Adverse Childhood Experiences Study)
 Individuals who have experienced sexual/domestic trauma
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Trauma Issues for Judges to Consider

Being arrested and booked 
is itself a potentially traumatic 

event.
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Ways Trauma Manifests in the Courtroom

• BOLO – be on the look out 
for the behaviors shown to 
the left 

• Do not re-traumatize: 
careful what you ask, how 
you ask, when you ask

• Provide access to gender 
specific services/ 
probation/ counseling
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Rely on Partnerships 

• Critical early conversation to assess exposure but 
also outcomes of prior sanctions or interventions 

• Consider behavioral health history of participant

• Consider the participant’s resources and support
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First Steps to Becoming a Trauma-Informed Court
1. Governance & Leadership

2. Policy – examine your court policies

3. Physical Environment – are there safe spaces for defendants?

4. Engagement & Involvement – ask participants what works/doesn’t work

5. Cross-Sector Collaboration - across justice & behavioral health

6. Screening, Assessment, & Treatment – do you have trauma-informed 
behavioral health providers?

7. Training & Workforce Development – all court staff need to be trauma-
informed

See SAMHSA’s 10 Guidelines for Implementing a Trauma-informed Approach
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Advantages to Having a Trauma-informed Court

• Example of how being trauma-informed changed the outcome 

for a treatment court participant.

• Example of how being trauma-informed changed the outcome 

for a member of team.



QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?
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DISCUSSION AND QUESTIONS



CHAT: From Knowledge to Action

27

Type in the chat box and tell us: 
What is one thing that you will put into 

practice after this webinar? 
What is one thing you learned today 

that surprised you?



28

Contact Information 

Lisa Callahan Ph.D.
Senior Research Associate, Policy Research Associates
lcallahan@prainc.com

Hon. Stephen Goss 
Superior Courts of Georgia
judgestevegoss@bellsouth.net

Hon. Joy Malek Oldfield
Summit County Common Pleas Court
joldfield@cpcourt.summitoh.net

mailto:lcallahan@prainc.com
mailto:judgestevegoss@bellsouth.net
mailto:joldfield@cpcourt.summitoh.net


SAMHSA’s mission is to reduce the impact of substance 
abuse and mental illness on America’s communities.

www.samhsa.gov
1-877-SAMHSA-7 (1-877-726-4727) ● 1-800-487-4889 (TDD)
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Thank You
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